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BOTANY

THE UMBELLIFERS Apiaceae
an earlier Voice article, but two smaller ones, the Pignut (Conopodium majus)
and Wood Sanicle (Sanicula europaea) can be seen flowering in May/ June.
The Pignut is a really small, more delicate plant with white flowered umbels
and feathery dark green leaves. It will be found often growing in the front of
cow parsley along road verges but more abundantly in undisturbed pastures,
churchyards and woodland edges. Many country people remember
childhoods foraging for this plant and tracing the fragile stems into the
ground as an indication where to dig up the crunchy tasty tubers, hence ‘here
we go gathering nuts in May’; a true wild delicacy
Wood Sanicle is often overlooked, being unlike other umbellifers in
having small dark green, deeply cut palmate leaves and much tighter
round, bobble-like creamy pink umbels, and is found on the edges of
calcareous undisturbed woodlands at the same time as bluebells. Sanicle
means healing and when made into a tea was reputed to heal all internal
and external wounds.

GARDENERS’ SCOURGE
QUEEN ANNE’S LACE

Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) has been adorning our verges and
hedgerows for the past few weeks; a delightful froth of white lacy umbels
making its old name of ‘Queen Anne’s Lace’ so much more appropriate
and descriptive. It is a member of the Apiaceae family or umbellifers,
which have umbrella-shaped heads with one or two layers of ‘umbels’ of
small white, pink tinged white or yellow/green flowers and usually two or
three feathery, fernlike pinnate leaves.

KEEPS ON GOING?

This year cow parsley has been set off by the wonderful blooming of the
hawthorn; quite spectacular. However, while the hawthorn or may
blossom quickly fades, the cow parsley flowers seem to keep on going. Or
do they? The flowers will usually last into June, but then another member
of the same family seamlessly takes over, Rough Chervil (Chaerophyllum
temulum). This species is not as widespread and has solid, hairy, purple
spotted stems, unlike the hollow ones of cow parsley, but with similar
flower umbels. As this flower fades it in turn may be replaced from July
onwards by the upright Hedge Parsley (Torilis japonica), with again solid
but much thinner, more wiry unspotted stems and more delicate flowers,
sometimes having a pink tinge. So what may appear to be a long
continuation of cow parsley flowering is not so, but a succession of three
different species of umbellifer. Moreover, if cow parsley is cut down early,
it will flower again later in the year.
Although the fresh young leaves of cow parsley can be used, finely
chopped in salads or herb butters, or to make a tea for stomach disorders
or wound healing, great care needs to be taken as another umbellifer
flowering at this time is Hemlock (Conium maculatum), usually growing
in damper places such as ditches at the back of verges. It is much taller and
hairless with similar finely cut leaves and white umbels, but the stem is
hollow and purple stained or blotched and it smells musty or mousy.

DANGER, BEWARE!

Hemlock is poisonous. Hemlock was the poison Socrates took at his
execution in 399BC. It has been used, carefully, in folk medicine as a
sedative for nervous complaints, but taken in excess will cause paralysis
and even death. It has many common and quaint names including mother
die, devil’s blossom, gipsy flower, devil’s oatmeal, and the particularly
curious name of kelk. Because of the difficulty in identification between
the various species the names of many of the umbellifers and their
characteristics have been confusingly interchanged resulting in many
people still looking upon cow parsley as an evil plant. It is certainly not!

NUTS IN MAY

There are other members of the family to look out for at this time of the year.
I have already discussed the two early flowering ones, the coastal Alexanders
(Smyrnium olusatrum) and the hedgerow Sweet Cicely (Myrrhis odorata) in
2

VOICE OF THE MOORS – SUMMER 2017

A not so welcome family member of umbellifer family that starts to flower
in June is Ground Elder (Aegopodium podagraria) with elder or ash shaped
leaves, dense white umbels and underground white rhizomes which creep
vigorously through the soil becoming ubiquitous and colonising large
areas. It likes deep, rich soil, loving cultivated land, gardens and allotments
and is the bane of many gardeners, although it can be found on roadsides
too. It is not native but was introduced here from the Mediterranean as a
pot-herb and remedy for gout, giving it the common name ‘gout weed’. It
is certainly edible, the young leaves making a pungent and aromatic
substitute for spinach. So gardeners, take your revenge and eat it!

HOGWEED AND ANGELICA

Two further common umbellifers that are summer flowering and much
taller are Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) and wild angelica (Angelica
sylvestris). Hogweed is very common on verges, fields, riversides and
wastelands, a robust, rough but handsome plant with hollow stems, broad,
hairy pinnate leaves on stalks that end in a wide sheath, and large white or
pink tinged umbels which are followed by flat, oval seeds, that may stay
on the dry stems over winter. Among its many other names are broad
milk, pigs ’n’ parsnips, and pigweed, as in the past it was gathered to feed
pigs. It can be eaten as a vegetable; the young shoots and flower buds
steamed or braised like broccoli, whilst the seeds can be used as a
flavouring, having a citrus/cardamom taste when green, or an earthen
spicy one when brown. In Poland it is used to make soup by lacto
fermentation, like with sauerkraut. An oil extract from the seed was used
to relieve giddiness and listlessness.
Wild angelica is equally tall and handsome with hollow stems and
pinnate leaves, with a flattened sheathing stalk, but it is much smoother,
a darker green with a hint of purple, but no hairs. It is found in damper
grassy places, wet woods and meadows and on cliffs. It smells like the
garden angelica and although not as flavoursome as the cultivated species,
its roots and stems can be candied in the same way or cooked as a
vegetable, or the unopened buds battered and fried. The seeds will give a
good flavour to cakes and fruit puddings.

ABUNDANT

Although there are over twenty other umbellifers within the North York
Moors area, the ones above are the most common with one exception and
that is Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris). This is very unlike other
umbellifers in that it has round, shiny, slightly notched leaves and - rarely
seen - minute greenish flowers, but it is surprisingly common over the
moors in acid bogs and damp meadows. Lookout for the dark green
‘pennies’ from which it derives its name.
What a family! Many similarities in appearance but with very different
characteristics; beautiful, useful, annoying, tasty, poisonous, tall and
robust, small and delicate - not unlike many of our own families, I’m sure
you will agree!
Anne Press
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NYMA

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD
CONSERVATION AWARD 2017

Preceding the AGM the 2017 Conservation Award was made to
the Yorkshire Exmoor Pony Trust. This biennial award is made
jointly by NYMA and the National Park and this year the award
of £500 was received by Susanna Baker representing the Trust.
The ponies are used for conservation grazing which enables
wildlife to flourish and helps to maintain nature reserves. The
charity is run entirely by volunteers and the award will help to
fund the transporting of the ponies to areas which need to be
grazed and also help towards the preservation of this rare native
breed.

NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS ASSOCIATION
AGM REPORT 2017

NYMA AGM 2017, DANBY MOORS CENTRE

Susanna Baker being presented with the 2017 Conservation Award.

Association changes.
A good deal has taken place since the AGM last year. The process
of changing our charitable status has been completed. On
September 16th 2016 we were notified that the Charity
Commission accepted our application to change to a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). In January this year, at a special
general meeting (SGM) which was held at the Queens Head in
Kirbymoorside, members approved the dissolving of the old
charity and the transfer of our funds to the new Charitable
Incorporated Organisation. We are of course still called the North
Yorkshire Moors Association. This is the first AGM to be held
under the rules of the new constitution and as you will see, not a
lot has changed in terms of procedures or the way in which we
conduct Council matters. As far as membership is concerned the
new constitution allows us to recruit a new category of member in
the form of business members.

Trustees
A list of trustees was submitted with the application to the Charity
Commission in 2016 these are essentially last year’s Council
members who are up for re-election this year 2017-18. We
presently have 11members on the Council and one co-opted
member making a total of 12. Our constitution limits the Council
to 14 places so there are 2 vacancies. We have a Council who
collectively bring a wide range of expertise to the governance of the
Association. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our
Council for the contribution they have made to the running of the
Association over the last year.

Membership Secretary
Gerald, has been our membership secretary for the last 14 years.
He has decided to retire and to take a well-earned rest from this
essential job which, as I have said before goes largely unnoticed, a
behind the scenes job. The hallmark of Gerald’s tenure as
membership secretary has been thoroughness and over this
extensive period there is no doubt it amounts to a huge
contribution to the Association. I will personally miss our
telephone conversations on a diverse range of membership issues
which crop up from time to time. Gerald was unable to attend the
AGM but as a measure of appreciation for all the work and
commitment to NYMA Gerald was presented, in his absence, with
a modest token of our thanks.
When someone who is as essential to the running of the
Association as the membership secretary leaves, it always creates
the problem of finding a replacement. I am delighted to say that
4
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Janet Cochrane, NYMA Secretary.

Tom Chadwick, NYMA Chairman.

Carolyn has stepped in to take Gerald’s place. This means that
there is no gap in the upkeep of details of the membership; it is in
effect a seamless changeover.

Membership numbers
Membership at the end of March 2017 totalled 447 but since then
we have added 4 new members. The membership numbers are
therefore down by 12 since March 2016. This is as always a
worrying trend but it is a trend which is experienced by all the
other National Park Societies. It is worth mentioning that the
Yorkshire Dales Society has increased its membership significantly
by recruiting business members. While we will always be looking
for ways to recruit ordinary members we are now in a position to
look for business members and this will be one of our recruiting
drives over the next few months.

Website and Facebook
You will have noticed the changes to our website which is now a
much more informative and active website. Thanks are due to
Janet and Adrian for overseeing the transformation and it is clear
that there has been a very positive response to these changes.
Janet and Carolyn have also embarked on setting up a NYMA
facebook page which you may also have seen, but sadly I am not
the person to explain the ins and outs of social media, I leave that
to others who are much better qualified to do that.

NYMA Activities
NYMA continues to hold a full programme of guided walks and
events and thanks are due to walk leaders and all those involved in
these activities which bring members of the Association together
for informative walks and friendly meetings.

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD

One of the strands in the new constitution is to demonstrate that
our activities extend to providing public benefit. It is clear that our
activities involve the public in numerous ways.

Activities undertaken by the Association,
including those for public benefit:
• Publication of a quarterly magazine for members of the
Association
• Guided walks arranged for members and other members of the
public
• History Tree Project
• Conservation Award
• Cornfield Flowers Project
• Park Wood Biodiversity Project
• MoorsBus funding provision and other support
• Website
• Liaison meetings with the North York Moors National Park
Authority
• Participation at national level with Campaign for National
Parks (CNP)

Funding our Activities
Funding projects means that we have to seek support from sources
that are available to us. We are always very grateful for donations
and bequests some of which are ring-fenced for particular projects.
This year we have manged to raise funds for the following projects.
Heritage Lottery funding for the History Tree Project for the
publication of a book £9,800.
Continued support for Moorsbus from a ring-fenced bequest
from the estate of the late Charles Laughton of York. £4,000.
Yorkshire Awards through the sponsorship of Dalesman Magazine
£1.500 for conservation work.
The Esmee Fairburn Trust, through the Campaign for National
Parks “Fighting Fund” has provided £1500 for monitoring the
impact of the Sirius mining development.
In total over £12,000 has been raised

PLANNING ISSUES

South Moor Farm Airfield
Planning issues are never far away and we have played a significant
part in helping to stop the South Moor Farm airfield development.
We have followed this through three applications and two appeals.
Finally it looks as though the project has now
been abandoned. It was clearly against the
interests of the National Park and in particular
wildlife protection and an affront to the
tranquillity enjoyed by the residents of Langdale
End and Bickley,

access to the man shaft at the mine head site. It is anticipated that
a large building will be constructed measuring around 2300 square
metres in area over a sunken chamber.
Although Sirius Minerals have raised the first phase of funding for
the construction of the mine head and mineral transport tunnel they
still have to raise $1.8 billion for the harbour facilities on the Tees.
According to reports, Sirius are engaged in talks with Tata the
owners of the closed Redcar Steel Works and the Iron Ore Terminal
on the Tees. The talks are about the acquisition by Sirius of the Iron
Ore Terminal to convert it to a bulk mineral export terminal for the
mined polyhalite. This of course would require a new planning
application and there are clearly time limitations on such a change.
There is still uncertainty about whether an additional shaft will
be required at Egton .

Boulby Mine
Planning permission for Boulby Mine which is owned by Israeli
Chemicals Ltd (ICL) expires in 2023. Having regard to this they
have already launched a series of public consultation exercises prior
to submitting a new planning application which is expected before
the end of the year. This will be an application for a major
development. ICL have said that they will cease production of
Potash by the end of 2018 and start to ramp up production of
polyhalite, Boulby is the only mine in the world presently mining
polyhalite. One of the conditions which was attached to the
planning permission granted in 1968 was that when the
production of potash ceased they would be required to clear the
processing plant which forms a large part of the surface buildings.
Polyhalite does not require the same processing only crushing and
grading. So it is possible that at least part of this blot on the
landscape could disappear before long.
Photo: Mike Kipling

I think it is worth ending this report on a positive note. When we
were presented with the Dalesman’s Yorkshire Award the editor
Adrian Braddy had this to say ;
“The North Yorkshire Moors Association does some fantastic
work protecting and enhancing the very special landscapes of the
North York Moors National Park-one of my favourite places in the
world. It is a charity with a relatively low profile and we wanted to
highlight what this hard-working and dedicated team of volunteers
do and give them a little financial support along the way”.
Tom Chadwick, Chairman

Sirius Minerals
Sirius Minerals officially began construction at
the mine head site at Doves Nest Farm on the 4th
May. North Yorkshire Highways have completed
some relatively minor road changes and Redcar
and Cleveland are presently changing the road
layout at Lockwood Beck in preparation for work
to begin on the access shaft for the Mineral
Transport Tunnel. The roadworks are necessary
to deal with the huge volume of HGV traffic
which will be required at both locations.
Sirius Minerals will be seeking further planning
permission for changes to the original planned
NYMA members and contributors to the History Tree Book at Danby Moors Centre.
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PRESIDENT’S PIECE

A TIME TO REFLECT – A TIME TO ACT
I WRITE THIS

on Election Day. By the time you read it, the world
will have moved on as society staggers through the misty crystal
ball of uncertain and troubled times.
During the campaigns, we heard endless and repetitive claims
and counter claims, promises and projections on health care, the
elderly, pensions, education, corporation tax, housing,
nationalisation, security, the police and so on.
Yes, all are important; yes all of us are affected by or depend on
them, but true to the form of every general election, the most
important thing of all received barely a mention: the environment.
Isn’t that odd? Isn’t that extraordinary? Isn’t that head in the sand?
Without a healthy environment on which we all fundamentally
depend, the rest of the long-term promises are as of nothing, but
merely houses built on sandy soil.

Millennium Stone

So, may I suggest that, when we can, we take a trip to the
Millennium Stone on Danby High Moor; go stand there, let the
wind blast across you, listen to the birds and contemplate what is
vital to the quality of life. Then go back and pressure the decision
makers, to ensure that standards set for the environment through our
membership of the EU are not watered down, but maintained and
strengthened into the future, whatever shape that future might be.
Recently, I did indeed stand by the Stone, paused a while,
thought and reflected. It revitalised the soul and resolve.
These few photographs from that day are little touchstones to
remind us of the obvious: the environment might not have
featured much in political debate, but nevertheless underpins the
very well-being of us all and is the foundation on which our and
our children's future depends.
Ian Carstairs
Pileus lenticular cloud over cumulus

Down into Rosedale from near the Millennium Stone

Meadow Pipit

Female Red Grouse using camouflage

Lapwing
Photos by Ian Castairs
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CULTURE – THEATRE

ESK VALLEY THEATRE – AN ALIEN SPACESHIP

THE LATE IAN CARMICHAEL OBE was a patron of the Esk Valley
Theatre, and he once said, “Coming across the Esk Valley Theatre
is like coming across an alien spaceship on the North York Moors”.
Ian had a point, the tiny village of Glaisdale seems an unlikely
home for a professional theatre, but for the last twelve years the small
but tenacious Esk Valley Theatre Company has clung to life in a
challenging environment. Just like the moorland heather the theatre
blooms each August, enriching the cultural landscape, and bringing
social and economic benefits to the Esk Valley and surrounding area.
It all started in 2005 and was partly inspired by Jill Freud’s
Summer Theatre in Southwold. Co-founder of EVT Mark
Stratton had performed there and started to think, “If Jill Freud
can do it in Sufflok, why can’t we do it in the North York Moors?”
Having worked in farming before training as an actor in London,
he had always dreamt of returning to North Yorkshire and creating
theatre-going opportunities for rural communities. “My wife
(director and choreographer Sheila Carter) and I, started to talk
about the lack of professional theatre in the Moors”, said Mark.
“We decided to try and run a season so that the whole area could
benefit, and hopefully give people an experience they wouldn’t
expect in a village hall.”
Each year the company starts from scratch and puts together a team
to produce the show. This includes a set designer, costume designer,
stage manager, actors and about 20 volunteers who contribute an
enormous amount of time and energy to help make the event a success.
“Once we’ve chosen a play, usually in the autumn, we have about
ten months to bring everything together”, said producer Sheila
Carter. “I am in effect the project manager liaising with all the
different departments and making sure deadlines are met. I also deal
with writers, actors and their agents, negotiating deals and drawing
up contracts.”
The company hold auditions for actors in London and York and
are always inundated with submissions from actors agents. This
year nearly a thousand actors were submitted. It just shows how
competitive the industry is, but for the actors who come to EVT it
is a chance to work in a supportive and collaborative environment
where they can flex their creative muscles!
Production Manager Graham Kirk sources all the technical
equipment for the event, which has to be transported to Glaisdale,
and is responsible for converting the Robinson Institute in to a
theatre. He also builds the sets and creates the lighting design. With
no workshop facilities on site everything has to be built elsewhere.
In addition to the August season the company has also started
touring to other venues in the area and this Spring the company

gave 26 performances on tour and finished off with a near sell-out
week at the York Theatre Royal.
People come from all over the country to enjoy an EVT
performance but the company is first and foremost the Esk Valley’s
theatre and exists to serve the communities of the North York Moors.
The theatre may not be a traditional country business like farming,
but it is establishing itself as a positive force within the area, creating
employment, attracting visitors and bringing a lot of pleasure.
Theatregoers can enjoy a local pre-theatre lunch or dinner, drinks
on the lawn, local ice-cream, the stunning landscape of the North
York Moors and a performance in an intimate and welcoming venue.
Of course, it wouldn’t survive without its loyal band of company
members, volunteers and friends, and the terrific support it has
received over the years from Scarborough Borough Council, North
Yorkshire County Council, Arts Council England and some great
local sponsors! It shows what can be done with an acorn of
imagination, commitment and hard work.
Esk Valley Theatre belongs to the communities of the North
York Moors, and the company is working hard to bring a varied
mix of professional productions and events throughout the year.
“Attracting the best available talent and serving our community is
a key aim for the theatre”, said producer Sheila Carter “and it
seems to be paying off. Charles Hutchinson from the York Press
said, ‘This is one of the quiet success stories of Yorkshire
Theatre.’ It is heart-warming that a professional theatre critic
recognises what we have achieved and hopefully we can continue
to serve the Esk Valley for many years to come”.
This August the company will produce ‘Larkin With Women’
by Ben Brown which runs from 10th August to 2nd September. “It’s
a fascinating play”, said director Mark Stratton, “and gives an
insight in to the private life of Philip Larkin, one of our greatest
poets. Larkin juggled the affections of several women over many
years and according to his secretary women used to swoon when he
answered the phone.”
Tickets are now on sale for ‘Larkin With Women’.
Box Office: 01947 897587
‘Larkin With Women’ is being supported with
a grant from Arts Council England.
The EVT website has details of all forthcoming events
and shows. Go to www.eskvalleytheatre.co.uk
You can follow EVT on Facebook & Twitter.
Esk Valley Theatre is a not for profit company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered in England and Wales. Company No. 6719735
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WOODLANDS

LANGDALE FOREST
perennial watercourses of the forest form the principal catchment of the
upper River Derwent. Since the introduction of the guidelines almost
all of the larger watercourses and many of the small ones now have welldeveloped or developing ecologically rich and diverse riparian zones.
The riparian network exceeds 40 kilometres of watercourses in Langdale
Forest. Working on a conservative average width of 20 metres about
80ha of species-rich habitat is achieved in this way.
Opportunities have been taken to accelerate the creation of
environmentally sound and biologically diverse riparian systems, using
funding provided by the Environment Agency under the Water
Framework Directive. As well as passing through areas of tree crop, the
network of streams intersects with roads and rides at many points,
enhancing functional connectivity.

LONG-TERM OPEN SPACE

Looking from Jerry Noddle in Dalby Forest across Langdale Forest to Langdale Rigg
LANGDALE FOREST is in the south eastern corner of the NYM
National Park north west of Scarborough. Ordnance Survey maps of
the area depict a woodland landscape dominated by conifers, but what
are the real environmental building blocks of the area?
The area covers almost 3000 hectares of land bordered north of
Dalby Forest. Previously it was upland heath and acidic grassland.
The forest has a complex structure that is best described by breaking
it down into its various component parts.

ROAD NETWORK

Approximately 55 kilometres of water-bound road, have a verge on
each side, usually not less than 2 metres wide and normally somewhat
wider. This creates about 22 hectares of lime-influenced, often herbrich grassland. Roads are graded and repaired to produce a profile that
sheds water. A survey of the vegetation of the verges in Langdale
Forest in 2013 revealed a rich flora growing beside many of the roads.
A total of 225 species of flowering plants was recorded, including
regional rarities such as yellow-wort. The roads and verges are also
much used by birds. In summer nightjar forage for moths and crane
flies or simply ‘road sit’. In winter thistle heads are an important seed
source for large charms of goldfinches.

FOREST RIDES

Forests are divided up into units known as compartments.
Compartment boundaries can be roads or streams but many are
unplanted ‘rides’. Because of the long interval between forest
operations, rides tend to reflect the previous land use heavily
influenced by forest management. Ride vegetation in Langdale Forest
tends towards the upland plant communities dominated by ling,
bilberry and wavy hair grass. Seasonal pools in tractor ruts are an
important habitat often missing from agriculturally improved sites.
Patches of ‘poached’ ground form sun traps for species such as the
tiger beetle. There are some 232 kilometres of ride in Langdale which
average around 8 metres wide providing about 185 hectares of upland
habitats as a matrix through the forest. Disturbance to the
communities on forest rides may occur only two or three times in a
forest cycle of more than fifty years.

WATER AND THE RIPARIAN ZONE

There is little doubt that during and resulting from the establishment
phase of Langdale Forest there was a profound negative impact on the
watercourses in the area. ‘Industrial’ management damaged or destroyed
parts of the riparian ecosystem, reduced or removed habitat connectivity
and increased the speed of water run-off and erosion. In the 1980s
increased environmental awareness significantly influenced the decision
making processes in the Forestry Commission. With adoption of the
Forest and Water Guidelines new practices were adopted. The
8
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Almost all larger Forestry Commission woods and forests have areas of
long-term (often referred to as permanent) open space. These are
usually unplanted agricultural land, open areas with special ecological
qualities or areas with cultural and landscape significance. Open space
within and adjacent to woodland greatly increases biodiversity and is
a natural part of forest ecosystems. Langdale Forest has three, large
areas of open space. All have special qualities that make their
ownership by a public body a sensible arrangement.
To the north of the main woodland block and due east of RAF
Fylingdales is a substantial area of upland heath often referred to as the
‘rad haz’ area, relating to the time when the area was fenced off by the
Ministry of Defence due to risks from the old radar ‘golf balls’. This
area of moorland has not been intentionally burnt, cut or grazed for
more than 45 years and provides a valuable insight into the natural
development of upland heath. Nearby is May Moss which I have
talked about before in these pages. In recent years the Forestry
Commission has removed conifer forest to protect May Moss and
restore surrounding areas of deeper peat, especially the head of Long
Grain, to open space. The final area of open space is the agricultural
holding on Langdale Rigg. This prominent feature can be seen from
many miles around. The area maintained as large long-term open
space is in excess of 500ha.

HISTORIC WOODLAND

Forestry Commission Yorkshire is committed to the maintenance of
ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW) in its care and the restoration
of its plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) to semi-natural
woodlands (SNW). Whilst Langdale Forest is predominantly planted
on former upland heath and acidic grassland, Lang Dale is a mix of
both PAWS and ASNW. It supports interesting species such as Dutch
rush and northern wood ant. This is a priority area for restoration
covering 35 hectares on the west side of Lang Dale.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

The landscape is dominated by the cultural influence of past
generations; The forest itself is the latest cultural reworking. The
remains of former cultures scattered through the forest indicate past
changes. There are Neolithic cairn fields, round barrows and rabbit
warrens. Most of the known prehistoric sites receive statutory
protection as Scheduled Monuments. All features, scheduled and
unscheduled, are protected during forest operations and other
potentially damaging activities.

CONIFER CROP

Perhaps the most deceptive depiction of a conifer forest when viewed
on an Ordnance Survey map is that it leads the map reader to envisage
an extensive area of high-forest conifers. However, maps cannot take
into account, tree harvesting, age, environmental catastrophe, species
or structural change. The growing of the conifer crop is the dominant

WOODLANDS

land use. Of the 3000 hectares of Langdale Forest between 800 and
1000 hectares are set aside for use as described in the foregoing
paragraphs. The remaining 1800 to 2000 hectares is used for the
growing of a crop of trees.
Tree crop areas of a ‘modern’ forest are usually described in four
ways and each of these stages can be found in Langdale Forest:
• Felled and replanted forest, a woody debris and invertebrate-rich
open space. Crop trees are an insignificant part of the ecology of the
site. Dead trees are left standing along with the roots, branches and
needles from the previous crop. Light reaches the ground in
scattered patches across the site. This allows widespread
germination of seed from the seed bank and colonising plants such
as climbing corydalis and sheep’s sorrel to establish. It is during this
phase that nightjar establish summer breeding territories in the
forest. After 5 to 7 years this becomes:
• Pre-thicket (i.e. before the branches of adjacent trees in the crop
begin to overlap), akin to scrubby heathland with many of its
elements including heathers and acidic grassland. Any dead trees from
the previous crop are mostly still standing. The needles and smaller
twigs and branches are being assimilated into the humic layer on top
of the soil. Piles of branches persist and the stumps of the previous
crop are present but rotting. The new crop trees form a significant
part of the habitat. The trees are between 1.5m and 5m tall and
provide ample cover for roe deer to feed and relax and in winter
especially make use of the warmth of the sun. Nightjars continue to
use this stage of the forest and some of the sites are colonised by adder
and common lizard. After 10 to 12 years this becomes:
• Thicket stage (predominately dense, shady, close-growing trees).
Crop trees are the dominant ecological feature at this stage. Ground
vegetation recedes rapidly as the crop enters this stage, surviving
only where crop trees have failed to grow. Such situations are
commoner than might be expected. . In Langdale Forest thicket
stage crops provide close cover for larger mammals principally roe
deer and fox. The lack of ground cover severely reduces the small
mammal population although wood mice persist and bank voles
may be present. Woodland and hedgerow passerine birds benefit,
such as bullfinch and long-tailed tit. After first thinning or at
around 25years this becomes:
• High forest (larger trees of a harvestable size). Trees dominate the
ecological landscape. It is often overlooked that high forest (and
thicket stage forest) create a much greater and longer lived three
dimensional habitat than other cropped areas such as arable fields.
As the trees age, dead trees and woody debris also appear in the
stand. High forest is well suited for conifer specialists such as
crossbills and larger raptors and perhaps surprisingly in Langdale
Forest, declining farmland species, particularly turtle dove.
In 2012, using data from the Forestry Commission’s computerised
mapping and data system, I calculated that the four categories of
conifer forest described above occupied approximately the following
land area in Langdale Forest:
Felled and replanted forest
Pre-thicket
Thicket
High forest

UNNATURAL DIVERSITY?

Organisms utilise the forest to varying degrees. Plants and their nonanimal associates such as fungi (whose role I have not discussed here)
use available niches to meet their particular requirements. Many
animals including insects, snails and the like are the same. Some
species use wide areas of forest, roe deer for example utilise the whole
forest. Parts of the forest are so diverse, the habitat so scarce or the
species so special that they are identified in the Forestry Commission’s
mapping and database systems and given extra consideration or
protection during forest operations and other activities.
The diversity of the road verges, riparian zones and watercourses has
already been discussed. Disused ‘fire ponds’ and ‘new’ ponds support a
range of amphibians, growing forest crops and areas of heath support
slow-worm, common lizard and adder. There are even a one or two
fairly reliable records for grass snake. The diversity of habitat provides
a suitable niche for a wide variety of birds, not only for common
woodland species such as great-spotted woodpecker and crossbill but
also for open habitat species such as meadow pipit, stonechat and
whinchat. Scarce breeders include goshawk and long-eared owl and the
forest has a nationally important population of nightjars. Of particular
and developing interest is the summer population of turtle dove.
Monitoring, recording and managing such a variety of habitats and
species requires input from all sections of the environmental
community. Other government agencies provide a legal framework,
manage the technicalities of and provide advice on European, UK and
English Law. North York Moors National Park Authority has helped
provide funding for special projects, helped with surveys and provides
a highly effective volunteer work force. Non-governmental
organisations and academic institutions such as Hull and Liverpool
Universities, the Peat Partnership and PLACE have undertaken
detailed scientific, survey or technical habitat management work.
Members of local groups such as the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union,

North Yorkshire Forest Bird Study Group and natural history
societies from Ryedale, Whitby and Scarborough have in the past
made and continue to make visits and record in forest sites.
This article is extracted from a much fuller conference paper I
wrote in 2014. The full version is available (£2.50 + £1.50 p&p)
from PLACE, PLACE Office, York St John University, Lord
Mayor’s Walk, York YO31 7EX

CLIMATE CHANGE

Areas such as this will have a vital role to play if we are to have any
chance of surviving a period of rapid climate change and deserve
closer study and appreciation by all. The trees of the forest are
only the skeleton around which a great diversity of wildlife exists.
Does it really matter if it is ‘natural’ or ‘native’?
Brian Walker
Ecologist and Woodman
The headwaters of Hipperley Beck. Clear of spruce trees and well on the way to being
a functioning upland mire.

550 hectares
550 hectares
200 hectares
550 hectares

The forest was planted over several decades using a variety of conifer
species. The age at which the crop is harvested and the nature of the
harvest varies depending on several factors including: species, location,
soil type, vulnerability to wind damage, best practice and more recently
vulnerability to catastrophic pathogens such as red-band needle blight
on pine and Phytophthera ramorum on Larch.
Where the crop is resistant to wind damage, it has been carefully
thinned several times in its life to produce higher quality trees, with
resultant increased revenue. Where the crop is less wind firm or has
not grown well, it may have been ‘line thinned’ or not have been
thinned at all in its life but clear felled at a young age.
VOICE OF THE MOORS – SUMMER 2017
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GEOLOGY

IN SEARCH OF THE ANCESTOR TO THE HISTORY TREE
ON A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER’S DAY, we set off from Danby Moors

Centre for Poverty Hill. Mike Windle of NE Yorkshire Geology Trust led
the walk for NYMA and set the scene as we stood looking at the
magnificient view over the Fryup Dales and Danby. He explained why
this great landscape is not called a Natural Park as it is a landscape of
recovery from many decades of industry just over one hundred years ago.
We set off on our walk and quickly climbed an anomalous lump, which
turned out to be the waste heap of one of the mines of the Clitherbeck
coalfield. We found sandstone and coal, a poor quality coal, known locally
as ‘Clitherbeck Crackers’. Coal was mined in this area and exchanged for
lime to sweeten local fields until competition from the superior quality
coal of the County Durham coalfield forced the closure of the workings.
The seams of Jurassic coal were thin and the poor quality is due to not
“enough baking time”, Mike Windle explained.
We then went on to see one of the mine shafts which pepper the
landscape and he dropped a pebble, repeating previous experiments which
show that the bell-shaped pit is about 40 metres deep.
Mike also showed us evidence in the landscape of nearly 200 million
years of environment changes and mountain-building, in the vegetation,
in the tilted dome of the Moors introducing Barry Butler’s book, The
Coast-to-Coast Walk: Rocks & Scenery and the Geology Trust’s next big
project Geodiversity – Our Hidden Heritage for which he will be seeking
further funding in the next few months.
The idea is for the Trust’s Interns and Geonauts to discover our Earth
Heritage and learn about our planet and the science of geology, involving
local communities all over N.E. Yorkshire and making sure that primary
school children become familiar with the challenges they will face in
dealing with the all too real threat of climate change for example.

BOOK REVIEW

THE YORKSHIRE WOLDS
A JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY
By Fleur & Colin Speakman
If you have not visited the Yorkshire Wolds this is a book which will
encourage you to make a trip to this lesser known area of Yorkshire.
Fleur and Colin draw on a wealth of experience as authors of
numerous books to make this a fascinating and
readable description of the Wolds as well as being
a comprehensive guide to the area.
An introduction which takes a concise and
interesting historical look at the setting of the
Wolds encourages exploration of this area.
Geology and social history give the reader
different perspectives by which to explore this
part of the country located largely in east
Yorkshire. But where to begin? The authors settle
on Kingston upon Hull, traditional gateway to
the East Riding of Yorkshire and 2017 City of
Culture, clearly worth a visit in its own right.
Although more often referred to as Hull these
days, we learn that it was given a royal charter in
1299 by Edward 1 and named Kings Town upon
Hull. A fascinating description of the city follows
its history and includes the important maritime
past. There were 270 fishing boats in 1863 and
by the turn of the 20th century it was one of the
world’s greatest fishing ports. Mention of the Hull Truck Theatre,
Ferens Art Gallery and the Maritime Museum are amongst other
places which contribute to Hull’s rich cultural heritage.

10
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The walk was followed by an al fresco lunch in the grounds of the
Danby Centre and very interesting presentation of the last year’s activities
of NYMA at their AGM.
As always it was an absolute pleasure to meet with our friends in NYMA
and the next episode of our working together will be as authors of a
chapter in the History Tree book on Lewis Hunton and the massive
eruption of Mount Tambora in 1815 which caused the quasidisappearance of a growth ring on the History Tree in the year without a
summer of 1816.
NE Yorkshire Geology Trust is a not-for-profit organisation involved in
geoconservation. We moved from Robin Hood’s Bay and are now based in East
Cowton, near Northallerton. Please visit www.neyorksgeologytrust.com or
contact us by email contact@neyorksgeologytrust.com 01 call 01325 378 513.

From the city of Hull the authors take potential explorers on a
clockwise circumnavigation of the Wolds. Nine market towns, each in
turn are described as an access point from which to explore the
Yorkshire Wolds. The route starts at Brough and the Humber
Foreshore then to Market Weighton and on to Pocklington, Stamford
Bridge, Malton, Filey, Bridlington, Driffield and finally to Beverley.
Each of the market towns visited is described, with a brief history of
each picking up points of special interest. Exploration of the Wolds
from these towns is described in some detail with additional
information on Wold’s villages. These have a
fascinating collection of names Sledmere,
Kilham,Weaverthorpe,
Wold
Newton,
Fridaythorpe, Wetwang , Fimber, Bishop
Burton, Nafferton and Millington Pastures
which are mentioned in the introduction in a
quote from Alfred J. Brown in his book Broad
Acres.
A significant feature of the book is the
attention paid to “How to get there”. At the
end of each chapter on the Wold’s market
towns there are clear instructions on how to
get there by road and by public transport. In
particular Colin’s enthusiasm for travel by bus
is clearly to be seen in the detailing of bus
routes and information on times where it is
available. The reader is left with no excuse not
to visit the Wolds. Whether you are exploring
by road, walking, cycling or horse riding this is
a book for everyone. The Yorkshire Wolds, a
journey of discovery is not only fascinating to read it is an excellent
book and guide to this area of Yorkshire.
TC

LOCAL LORE & LEGEND

THE LEGEND OF THE PENNY HEDGE CEREMONY
after the fatally wounded boar had managed to evade the riders by
entering the sanctuary, the enraged monk tried to bar the door
against the assailants to prevent them from entering in a brave
attempt at protecting the doomed animal. No matter which version
is nearer the truth, the upshot was that the wild boar was killed (or
died later) and the incident resulted in an angry exchange between
the old holy man and the three hunters. An old written account of
the heated fracas states that ‘the hunters did most violently and cruelly
run at the hermit with their boar staves’. Consequently the
defenceless hermit was fatally wounded (purposely or by accident?)
and was to die several weeks later at Whitby Abbey where he was
taken to be cared for by his fellow monks.
For their heinous crime of the killing of a holy man, the three
hunters would almost certainly have faced execution were it not, it
is said, for the merciful request persistently made by the hermit on
his death bed to his abbot (Abbot Sedman?) for clemency to be
shown to the culprits and that they be allowed to live as free men.
However, their pardon or absolution for their dastardly deed was to
be conditional on both hunters and their descendents dutifully
carrying out a special penance each and every year from that time
onwards. Failure to do so at any time in the future would then result
in forfeiture of their titles, lands and estates. The following extract
(which includes the purported names of the three original culprits –
disputed by some) states in detail the conditions of the onerous and
strange penance that the hermit demanded of his killers:
‘Upon every Ascension Eve, you, or some of you, shall come to the
wood at Stray Heads, which is in Eskdaleside, the same day at sunrising; and there shall the abbot’s officer blow his horn, to the intent
that you may know how to find him, and he shall deliver unto you,
William de Bruce, ten stakes, eleven stout yowers, and eleven yethers,
to be cut by you, with a knife of one penny price; and you Ralph de
The penance fulfilled for another year.
THE NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS

and contiguous areas are rich in
lore and legend and many of the curious customs, old beliefs,
fables and folktales, that are associated with our beautiful area,
offer us an intriguing glimpse into ways of life that have all but
vanished into antiquity. One of our quaint and fascinating tales
comes to us from the Penny Hedge Ceremony, a strange
traditional ritual that is held annually on the east side of the upper
harbour at Whitby and is based on an ancient custom said to
stretch back to at least the 12th century (but is most probably even
much older). The origins of the custom - sometimes called The
Horngarth - comes down to us over the ages in an intriguing tale
of medieval machismo, mayhem and murder.
Legend has it that in the mid 1100s three bold huntsmen on
horseback wielding staves or spears were out stalking a wild boar up
on Eskdaleside, near Sleights in the Esk Valley. As the three local
men chased their quarry through the dense woods and undergrowth
the terrified and badly wounded animal tried to escape the
huntsmen’s onslaught by fleeing for cover into a cell, or small
isolated chapel, occupied at that time by a monastic recluse or
religious hermit who had affiliations to Whitby Abbey. There are
variations in the detail of the legend. Some accounts say the
huntsmen followed after the boar brazenly forcing their way into
the hermit’s small cell and slaughtered the animal outright in a
sacrilegious and bloody act by the altar. Another version claims that

Horn and hammer: essentials tools of the Penny Hedgers.
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The completed hedge has to withstand three tides.

Percy shall take twenty-one of each sort, to be cut in the same manner;
and you Allatson, shall take nine of each sort, as aforesaid, and to be
taken on your backs, and carried to the town of Whitby; and to be
there before nine of the clock the same day beforementioned.
At the same hour, if it be full sea, your labour and service shall cease;
and if low water, each of you shall set your stakes to the brim, and so
yether them on each side with your yethers, and so stake on each side
with your stout stowers, such that they shall withstand three tides

without removing by the force thereof: each of you shall do, make and
execute the said service all that very hour every year, except it be full
sea at that hour, when this service shall cease. You shall faithfully do
this in solemn remembrance that you did most cruelly slay me. The
officer of Eskdaleside shall blow on his horn and shout ‘Out on yea, out
on yea, out on yea for this heinous crime.’ If you or your successors
shall refuse this service, you or yours shall forfeit your lands to the abbot
of Whitby or his successors.
And so, from the mouth of a dying hermit, the legend of the
Penny Hedge came into being.
In this modern-day, matter-of-fact, sceptical world, and despite
the passing of numerous centuries since the Penny Hedge custom
was born, and regardless of the many anomalies, uncertainties, and
alternative theories about the origin and veracity of the legend that
have been, and continue to be, forcefully mooted by academics and
laymen alike, true to ancient tradition, on a lovely sunny morning
of Ascension Eve 2017 (Wednesday 24 of May), a large crowd
gathered (the author of this piece being one amongst them) at the
side of the river Esk at Whitby’s upper harbour, to witness what
could possibly have been at least the 800th year of the ceremony of
the planting of the Penny Hedge: a true testament to the strange
power and obstinate endurance of myths and legends, which, as is
said, always contain a grain of truth.
See you all next year early morning down by Whitby harbourside on Ascension Eve (Wednesday 10 May, 2018).
Out on yea, out on yea, out on yea!
Ainsley

TRIBUTE TO THE YORKSHIRE AUTHOR

PETER N WALKER

THE AUTHOR Peter N Walker, who under the pen name of Nicholas
Rhea introduced countless folk to the picturesque North York Moors,
has passed away at the age of 80. Based on his personal experiences as
a police officer with the North Yorkshire Force he wrote his successful
series of Country Constable novels. These were to inspire the muchloved ITV drama Heartbeat that had a huge following and was in
continuous production for 15 years. The series was a world-wide
success and sold to 41 nations. Peter remained closely involved with
the series as a consultant and advisor until production finally ended in
2009. The Heartbeat series brought to our TV screens the beauty and
charm of the North York Moors and it’s environs together with the
colourful characters he had created, such as Claude Greengrass and
Sergeant Oscar Blaketon. Filmed predominantly in Goathland, which
became Aidensfield in the series, the attractive moorland village
became a popular tourist destination and many Heartbeat fans are still
drawn to visit the area. The name Aidensfield came about when Peter
was posted to Oswaldkirk near Helmsley where the church of St Aidan
had a field opposite.
Peter, who was born in Glaisdale in the Esk Valley in1936, was also
the author for several decades of the Countryman’s Diary featured
each week in the Darlington & Stockton Times. These articles
contained his detailed observations about his beloved county of
Yorkshire, it’s people, countryside, wildlife, traditions and folk tales.
His love of writing, which started when he was a young police
cadet in Whitby and was given the task of typing up accident and
CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Peter Walker – A Yorkshireman to the end

petty crime reports, resulted in around 130 books on a range of
subjects and under a variety of pen names including Tom Ferris and
Andrew Arncliffe.
In the last few weeks prior to his death he sent to print what was
to be his final episode of the fictional Chronicles of Kelderdale,
which featured in the monthly publication of Dalesman magazine.
Leaving a remarkable literary legacy, Peter, who was described by
his daughter as “A Yorkshireman to the end”, died in April at his
home in Ampleforth where he had lived for the past fifty years.
Barbara Nicholson

Answers: Across - 1 & 13: Captain Cook 7 & 9: sleep-walker 8: caprice 11: kayak 14: oversee 15: chin 16: genre 17: aspire 21: divorce 22: Egypt 23: bicycle
Down 2: avalanches 3: tarragon 4: Inca 5: flea 6: teak 9: waist 10: esoterical 12: ledge 13: ceremony 18: pigs 19: rope 20: kiwi
Answer: The royal personage was King Edwin of Deira (7th century). Lilla Cross stands on Fylingdales Moor and is said to mark the grave of this heroic figure.
The stone relic is believed to be the oldest extant Christian monument in the north of England.
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NATURE NOTES

SUMMERTIME
first heard on 2nd May, and
haven’t shut up since! Bracken
was getting thick by midMay.
Of course, in this area, the
real treat we all have in spring
is the return of the lapwings
and the curlews. The lapwings
first appeared in late
February, and the curlews
very soon after. Their calls are
arguably
the
most
characteristic noise of the
moors. It only lasts for about
4 months or so until their
young have fledged, and they
return to the feeding grounds
on the mudflats of the Tees
Estuary and elsewhere. They
must have been a such
familiar sight and sound here
to all the past generations as
well. However, the modern
world does impinge as well - I was watching through binoculars
curlews gliding through the air and producing their bubbling call
and thinking how prehistoric they looked, when I noticed a vapour
trail in the background in the sky, and on careful listening the hum
of a distant aeroplane was audible. Using a new ‘app’ on my phone
I could see that flying high above this scene was an overnight San
Diego to Frankfurt Boeing 787 Dreamliner, due to arrive at its
destination in about 45 minutes time!
The North York Moors are home to about 2500-3000 Curlews
- some 10% of the UK’s estimated population. This is a large
enough proportion to support the SSSI status (site of special
scientific interest) of the moors, which is also earned on the basis
of its population of Merlins, Golden Plover, Snipe, Redshank,
Whinchat, Ring Ouzel, Hen Harrier, Peregrine, and Short-Eared
Owl. Indeed the populations of Merlin and Golden Plover are of
international importance.
Apart from these ‘special’ birds, this time of year brings us a wide
variety of more widely spread types. Typical on my walk now are
warblers and pipits. I challenge myself to distinguish meadow pipits
from tree pipits - the latter are slightly ‘spottier’ on the chests, but
less so on the flanks. Given the number of fledglings about now,
these are of ‘secure’ status. Families of Stonechats and Whinchats
are relatively common here now as well - the likely locations of these
- perched on the top of the rapidly growing bracken on the top
slopes down into the Esk valley, is consistent from day to day.
So as we approach mid-Summer’s day, many birds are well into
their second broods, if not more. I’m looking for that elusive scene
of a cuckoo being fed by a pipit - the species around here that the
cuckoo parasitizes. I did see one a few summer’s ago. The top
meadows will be producing their spotted orchids soon, and the
daily walk will gradually get more closed in by the bracken, making
waterproofs necessary on damp or dewy days. Meanwhile we have
just a few more weeks of watching and hearing the curlews and the
lapwings before breeding is over for another season.
John Pinkney
Photo: Colin Carter NYMNPA

The Curlew (Numenius arquata)

I WRITE THESE NATURE NOTES

based on observations from my
morning walk. This is a walk conducted every day of the year,
more or less whatever the weather, and at about the same time each
day - around 8am to 9am. I take the same or virtually the same
route, of about 2 miles, and incorporate fields and meadows,
moorland tracks, green tracks, heather moorland, old intakes,
bridleways, and valley side routes, in a circle back to home. The
benefit of this is that one gets to know thoroughly every aspect of
the walk in intimate detail. Some may think it boring - I remember
an acquaintance telling me he’d ‘done’ all the walks around
Danby, and so had to travel further afield. I would argue just the
opposite - it is only by thoroughly familiarising oneself with an
area that it can be really appreciated. The passage of the seasons,
the changing of the light, of winds and sounds are all enhanced.
Every puddle, stone wall, tree and bush and plant becomes
noticeable - a friend. You develop a proprietary interest in what
goes on - the new ruts in the track, an over chopped back hedge,
the collapsing gate that you know exactly how to open, or will the
frog spawn in that particular puddle develop before the puddle
dries up. More importantly, you get to know where the wildlife is
- when to watch and listen for what; all the local haunts. Add the
changing seasons, and timing of arrivals and departures of different
species takes on a new relevance.
This sort of familiarity with the local surroundings is of course
exactly what our forbears achieved. They were predominantly
working the land every day. They would get to know exactly what
was going on around them - no wonder we read of such awareness
they had of the countryside. Much of this sort of day to day
familiarity is lost nowadays, except in those still working the land.
This year saw a very early start of spring and then summer by
most measures - blackbirds were nesting in the garden by late
February - indeed eggs were hatching by then, winter visitors to
the bird table like waxwings had gone by the beginning of March,
swallows arrived here on 16th April, and within a day or so were
exploring their previous years nest sites in the barns. Cuckoos were
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MYCOLOGY

WHERE DO FUNGI COME FROM…OR DON’T
IT’S A GOOD QUESTION if only because it gets asked often…
pretty well on every Public Foray. There is an answer, but where
fungi do NOT come from is probably more interesting. They
don’t fall from the heavens as was once thought….but that was the
Ancient Greeks who thought that Ambrosia and mushrooms were
probably of a similar origin. Nor do they appear by mystical magic
as was the reasoning behind middle-ages folk lore devotees; no
doubt because some species really do “spring” up overnight…
though not many.
The “Fairy Ring” mushroom, Marasmius oreades, was once
thought to arise from the slime of snails in hot and circular pursuit
of a perverse female of the species according, to one by the name
of Bradley who authoritatively:

(Bradley in 1789)… describes two causes of the fairy ring
phenomenon. The bare earth was a path made by burrowing ants
which “flung up soil extremely fine” resulting in the improved vigour
of grass in the immediate vicinity. He goes on to describe the ring of
slime left by slugs and garden snails which go over the same ground at
least twenty times in circular courtship. When this slime putrefied it
gave rise to the ring of toadstools …
References to fairies, pixies, witches and magic are all but history
these days, but how nice it would be if we still held on to some old
lore…Yorkshire was particularly steeped in the mythology of the
day, many believing that the grassland “rings” were made by:
…the fairies dancing overnight. In fact, it was caused by fungal
mycelium beneath the surface of the soil, whose parasitic action on the
grass leaves it in poorer condition than the surrounding field. Fairy
Cross Plain in Fryupdale was renowned for its Fairy Rings which local
children would dance around, taking care to circle no fewer than nine
times, lest the fairies gain power over them….
…that explains a lot.
But back to the question, where DO they come from? An easy
answer is that they don’t go away so they don’t actually come back.
What we see is just the fruiting body, the apple on the tree, the
grape on the vine. Beneath the soil surface, and sometimes visibly
ON the surface, creeps “mycelial” threads which constitutes a
large mass of the fungal body.
Season permitting, spores from all the thousands of species of
fungi which are in the air, your hair, your dog’s coat, your woolly
jumper (and not just yours but everyone’s, so that you don’t feel
singled out) come together and “germinate”…an inexact term but it
will do for now. The resulting mycelium growth can be quite rapid,
but if things are right…or wrong…changes occur. Sometimes these
changes are triggered by good ambient conditions, sometimes by the
threat of extinction…but whatever the reason, diversification in the
growth of the thread-like mass begins to bring form and structure to
the formation of the fungus fruit body…and that is when we “see”
the thing…or rather, we don’t.
These early months have been very dry and that has put the
clamps on the growth to maturity of many of the commoner
spring species. Oh, they are still to be found, but not in the usual
numbers…and that is what this article is about.
It all began in April. For five decades I have annually sought out
the “club-foot” fungus, Tricholoma gambosum (=Tricholoma
personatum, Calocybe gambosa or St.George’s mushroom) with
varying, but always some, success. Notwithstanding the binomial
14
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name-changes thrust upon us by higher powers over the decades, the
common English name of this fine species can claim some rights to
exist. This fungus is usually found late in April. Easily identified
because there is not much else about of this magnitude, up to 125mm
across, and because of the date…St. Georges day is 23rd. April.
The fungus does have look-alikes which would, if consumed, do
you no good at all and I would not be best pleased if the blame fell
on me…suffice to say, I find them extremely tasty if a little hard on
the digestive system. I can put up with that and have done year on
year…until this year. I could not find even one of the blighters.
Where had they gone? Accepting my limited history in these parts I
was still whingeing on and on to my peers about the non-appearance
when it became apparent that things were drier, much drier, than
usual. Though T.gambosum is a grassy places specialist I have often
found “rings” of them growing near or under hawthorn, gorse,
blackthorn and occasionally deciduous trees. Many, if not most,
ground level fungi which grown in or on the edges of woodland are
“mycorrhizal”…they associate themselves with the roots of trees in a
symbiotic way. Trees have a greater ability to “collect” water over
large distances, so making them less prone to short periods of
drought. Though there is some debate (there always is) over the
mycorrhizal predilection of St. Georges Mushroom I had reached an
impass with grass…so I went down to the woods today. I got no big
surprise. Not a sign. Not a single macro-fungi did I find…of any
species. I considered taking up the study of insects instead…
particularly midges and how to eradicate them.
So April came and went, the sun shone some more, and May
burst out overnight. The new growth of the green stuff…you
know, plants that need sunshine to live…took over. The
mycological world seemed to be in stasis. It happens. I got a couple
of reports from an astounded friend who runs a very fine gourmet
inn asking if the foul smelling, horrible looking, slime-topped, flyblown “things” that had popped up in this kitchen garden were
edible…and I delightedly advised him that his pictures were
unmistakably (nothing looks like this one) of Phallus impudicus,
the Stinkhorn. The devil in me pointed out that as these strangely
alien life-forms come out of an earth-born “egg”, they were indeed,
edible at the egg stage. I have not seen them on his menu…yet.
BUT, I did find them mid-May amongst rough woodland and
scrub near the stream at Fryup Gill. All was not lost.
May became a little more productive after a few inconsequential
down-pours. The first signs of Agaricus xanthodermus… the Yellow
Staining Fungus…appeared, poking glistening (but deceptive) white
caps through a heap of decaying roadside-gathered leaves from last
year. These “high-vis” fungi were destined to shrivel and die in the
heat of the next few days but were saved the slow death by a heavily
armed contingent of strimmer operators who decapitated the
advance party. I cannot believe that these whizzing executioners were
not lulled in to the belief that here were some prize mushrooms.
They are VERY similar to field mushrooms BUT turn chromeyellow, particularly at the base of the stem, when bruised or injured.
That, combined with the other-worldly smell of school ink, puts
most people off eating them. Good…. because if you do you can
expect to develop an entirely new and platonic relationship with
your smallest room. I have not seen the strimmer-men since.
May is almost over and things are warming up. Tree-shaded
places, the older the better, with damp grass are a prime location
for many early fungi…but access to such terroire can be difficult
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going…unless the location is “public” and blessed with paths…
like a church-yard. So off to Danby church where duality of
purpose made the visit more convenient. Apart from the
proliferation of very large Yew Trees, which are often indicative of
great age, churchyards do have the benefit of a relatively
“undisturbed” history. Many fungal species can be found lurking
in dark corners and hidden nooks and crannies. I took the
opportunity of a quick foray but was not unexpectedly
disappointed considering the vagary of the weather. As a last
attempt at finding something, anything, I decided to walk the
perimeter where the wall provided some shade. I had gone no more
than 20 metres or so when a beacon of the brightest orange-scarlet
glimmered in the depths…Mutinus caninus , the Dog Stinkhorn.
Where on earth had THAT come from? This is a summer species
and rarely found before the end of June. I took a poor picture and
went back three days later. Not a trace remained. Giveth and
taketh away, I mused.
This article is finalised in June. It is a third draft because things
keep changing weather-wise. It has rained for five days. The Esk is

at an all-time (according to some) high. Across the road, great
clusters of Agaricus xanthodermus are wearing hats of sodden leaves
as they hoist themselves up through a pile of composting litter. I
have checked them out and was particularly struck by the rapid
yellowing of the stem and cap…much faster than usual but the
fruiting bodies are in fine fettle…plumped up and vigorous. I had
given up looking for the T.gambosum, and anyway I have other
things to attend to. Life is not all fungus so philosophically if I
cannot go to the fungi I will let them come to me. I am a great
believer in happenchance, those serendipitous occurrences when
you least expect them. Last week, I had a continuing mission
which took me again along the gated road west of Danby Low
Moor and needed to call in on a friend along the way. I got out of
the car, I took but one step towards his garden-gate and looked
down to de-latch, and there, right there, at my feet…half a dozen
St.George’s Mushrooms poking hesitantly through the grass at the
base of a huge Ash. They are past their best, and diminished in
stature due to lack of rain early in their growth cycle…but they
ARE there. Well, I suppose that answers the question.
Tom Kirby
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CULTURE – ART

THE STAITHES GROUP OF ARTISTS

Joseph Richard Bagshawe (1870-1909)

Ernest Higgins Rigg (1868-1947)

Most people have heard of Impressionism and associate it with wellknown French artists, but fewer are aware of its influence on artists
working as far afield as Australia, the Netherlands - and Staithes, on
North Yorkshire’s coast.

model for their paintings.

GROWING PAINS OF THE INDUSTRIAL AGE

A significant way that Impressionism spread was through colonies of
artists who lived and worked together, experimenting and learning
from each other. The colonies typically formed in small towns or
villages with picturesque scenery, cheap accommodation – such as
Staithes and neighbouring Runswick Bay - and access to cities where
paintings could be sold. Many of the artists who came here had
studied in France or Belgium and followed the fashion of painting ‘en
plein air’, i.e. out of doors. In contrast to the painstaking realism of
previous generations, these men (and a few women) used rapid brushstrokes to convey an ‘impression’ of light and activity.
Australian Impressionists developed their own palette of colours and
motifs which reflected the light of the Australian landscape, as distinct
from the colours of the French scenery. They (and others) engaged in
‘national landscape’ painting, helping their newly formed nations to
develop a distinct culture and identity from the ‘Old World’. At that
time the US was still establishing its separate nationhood from Britain,
Germany was unified only in 1871, while the Federation of Australia
was formed in 1901.
By the end of the 19th century, Britain had passed through the social
and economic upheaval of the Industrial Revolution, including a
major population shift to the cities. Some intellectuals theorised a loss
of innocence compared to the pre-industrial age. A century earlier
Jean-Jacques Rousseau romanticised the Alpine peasantry as the healthy
embodiment of primitive virtue; he and other Romantics conceptualised
a rural idyll which never actually existed, but still influenced the
European educated classes.
This was the background to the artists’ appearance in North
Yorkshire in the 1880s. Their arrival also reflected the growing
tourism industry. Whitby was established as a sea-side resort in the
1850s, and when the railway reached Staithes in 1883 the outside
world was drawn along it by literature promoting views of the ‘Most
Romantic And Picturesque Scenery’ and of a centuries-old sea-faring
way of life.
At its peak, the artists’ colony numbered almost 50 people. To
begin with they must have appeared as strange to the villagers as the
fisherfolk were to them, but in time the villagers accepted them - and
the economic opportunities they offered. The newcomers rented
rooms or cottages from local people and paid them 3d a session to
16
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AUTHENTICITY?

The artists represented fairly accurately the harsh lives of the fishing
communities – although by then the traditional way of life was
disappearing. Earlier in the 19th century Staithes was an important
fishing port, but by now the wooden ‘coble’ boats – operated by sail
and oar - were out-performed by steam trawlers. Nevertheless, the
villagers were asked to pose in costumes and perform actions (setting
off to sea, hauling boats up the beach) representing their former
livelihoods. The artists and other metropolitan visitors regretted the
loss of the picturesque and depicted the pre-modern remnants of what
they saw, questing after ‘authenticity’ much as tourists do today.
It is notable that the artists only resided in the villages after piped
water and a sewerage system were installed in the 1890s: although they
were keen to portray the lifestyle of the villagers, most were citydwellers and were unenthusiastic about experiencing anything too
authentic. From around 1901 artists preferred Runswick Bay to
Staithes, as it had better hotels and was less affected by the smells of
sewage and fish which permeated Staithes. Yet as far as the villagers’
were concerned, the artists preferred them in their traditional
costumes and their quaint (but damp) cottages.
Claims that the artists were integrated into village life seem unlikely.
They certainly played in village cricket teams and organised benefit
events for local families, but as one artist reminisced decades later, “we
were a hilarious and sociable group, prone to fits of exuberance ...
Staithes and Runswick fisherfolk were rather strict and narrow by our
standards, and great observers of the Sabbath” (Slater, 2010). Local
people adhered to Methodism and attended several Sunday services, and
their hard-working lives left little time for the pastimes enjoyed by the
artists: walking, shooting, fishing, and evenings spent in conversation
and singing round the piano. Nevertheless, local families welcomed the
artists, presumably seeing them as another form of harvest. It is
gratifying that as well as earning money as models, villagers also
benefited from the increase in tourism fostered by exhibiting their
images.

FEEDING THE NATIONAL IMAGE

Although the artists worked in different media, their subject matter
remained remarkably static. They harked back to the imagined idyll of
a pre-industrial age, and echoed a theme of Victorian morality: that
city dwellers had become degraded, while people who lived from the
land or sea were in tune with nature and uncorrupted. Like farmworkers, fisherfolk became “the nostalgic embodiment of noble,
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Anglo-Saxon virtues” (Corbett et al, 2002). By 1890 the fishing
industry had declined to the extent that many residents worked in
ironworks and coalmines; yet representations of miners are absent
from the paintings.
Slater (2010) comments that representations of the fishermen and
their wives – courageous, strong, competent in maritime matters – had
nationalistic overtones because of the growing arms race between Britain
and Germany, while their hard work and virtue was contrasted with the
social unrest of the labour movement, Irish nationalism, and women’s
suffrage. The paintings were purchased by the new middle-classes of
patriotic, thrifty industrialists who admired the fisherfolk as industrious
and God-fearing, and as heroes: hence the frequent depiction of brave
men launching lifeboats into the raging sea to rescue a foundering ship.

DECLINE AND REVIVAL

By 1908 the paintings could no longer pretend to represent everyday
life, art-buying tastes had changed, and the artists moved away. Art by
the group has been dismissed as ‘sentimental cliché’ and ‘a horribly
tamed version of Impressionists’ technique’ (Clark, 1993), although
Slater (2010) contends that the ‘metrocentric perspective’ has led to
treating work from ‘the regions’ with contempt, and has restricted
appreciation of their contribution to British art and identity.

Skylarks

It is only in recent years that the Staithes-based artists and their
record of a disappearing way of life have been recognised. Meanwhile,
the winding streets and dramatic seascape they loved still offer
inspiration to contemporary artists, with an annual art school run by
the Staithes Art Gallery.
More broadly, the Romantic movement which influenced the
artists’ celebration of pre-industrial landscapes and livelihoods is the
same philosophy which inspired the creation of Britain’s national
parks – still to be seen today in the desire to preserve landscapes free
from signs of modern technology.
Janet Cochrane
With thanks to Simon Wood of Brockfield Hall for kindly supplying the images.
For more information on the work of the Staithes Group, please see:
www.brockfieldhall.co.uk
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CROSSWORD

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD No 77
1

2

4

5

6

7
8
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11
12

13

14
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16
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17

19

20
21

22
23

Use the letters from the coloured squares to solve the general
knowledge question below:
Q: The assassination of which royal personage was foiled when Lilla,
his chief minister, heroically flung himself between his master and the
would-be assassin’s blade. Tragically as a result Lilla was fatally
wounded on the double-edged poisoned dagger wielded by the
attacker?

BY AMANUENSIS

ACROSS:
1 & 13 He certainly knew his way around! (7,4)
7 & 9 May not suffer insomnia, but…? (4-6)
8
Beat the cereal on a whim (7)
Boat that sails either way perhaps? (5)
11
14
Supervise six joining the bishopric (7)
15
Country loses a prominent feature (4)
16
Kind of mixed green (5)
17
Have an ambitious plan for a church roof (6)
Do you have to be single-minded to apply for this? (7)
21
22
Country that is definitely good at pyramid selling? (5)
23
A pedallers’ delight? (7)

DOWN:
2
Killers in high places? (10)
3
This plant smells (8)
4
Ancient people in plain cardigans (4)
5
Is it itching to jump on you? (4)
6
Take into wood (4)
9
Narrow middle section sounds like rubbish (5)
10
Abstruse Erica wrapped in ruffled stole (10)
12
Take right from end of record book shelf (5)
13
One hundred hesitate to change money ritual (8)
18
Don’t mistreat them, they will squeal on you! (4)
19
Crazy opera loses a strand (4)
20
It never gets off the ground (4)

Answers are on page 12

NYMA ORGANISED WALKS – 3RD QUARTER 2017 – Please come and join us

JULY: SATURDAY 15 JULY
CASTLETON CIRCULAR WALK VIA BOTTON
Meet at car park on the Westerdale road south-west of Castleton for departure
at 10.00. Grid reference NZ 680077 Lat. 54.46417 Long. 0.95191
Walk is a c. 6 mile route with some moderate climbing and descents starting
south-west of Castleton, going along Danby Dale and on into Botton Village
(approx half-way mark), returning along west edge of Ainthorpe Rigg.
Tea/coffee/food can be bought in Botton Village and Castleton. Please, no
dogs on this walk. Check with walk leaders if you wish to attend as numbers
may be restricted.
Please register your interest with walk leaders Cal & Dave Moore: Tel 01287
669548 or Email flightbrand@gmail.com

AUGUST: SATURDAY 12 AUGUST – BILSDALE WEST MOOR
Meet at 10.30 at Lord Stones Café, top of Carlton Bank (GR 523030) for 5
mile circular walk south across heather moor on easy track to Brian’s Pond,
returning in northerly direction via Raisdale Mill through woodland and fields
to Thwaites House.
Please register your interest with walk leader Beryl Turner Tel 01642
714479 or via email berylturner3@gmail.com Numbers of walkers may be
restricted. Please, no dogs allowed on this walk.

SEPTEMBER: SATURDAY 16 SEPTEMBER – MOORBUS
WIDDERSHINS LINEAR WALK
Meet Sutton Bank Visitors Centre at 11.00 following arrival there at 10.52 on
the M4 Moorsbus from Guisborough, Stokesley or Helmsley (please check
Moorsbus timetable on website or leaflet for full details) Leisurely 6 mile route
to Helmsley on the Cleveland Way, via Cold Kirby and Rievaulx. Time for tea

18

VOICE OF THE MOORS – SUMMER 2017

and refreshments at Helmsley Walled Garden before catching the M4
Moorsbus back home.
Please register your interest with walk leader Wendy Smith email
wpsmith7a@gmail.com Numbers of walkers may be restricted.
NB NYMA is a major sponsor of the Moorsbus and encourages members to
use and support the service whenever possible. Think linear walks – use
your bus! Thank you.
MONDAY WALKS:
Also short monthly Monday walks continue organised and lead by Beryl Turner
and Margaret Kirby for July, August, September, and October. Please see full
details and contact number in previous Voice, issue 127, spring 2017.
If any member would like to volunteer to lead future NYMA walks or
requires further information on the above, please contact the Walks
Coordinator, Heather Mather (Ainthorpe), Tel: 01287 669104
NYMA - HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDELINES
Please note that all persons participating in NYMA group walks, events,
and voluntary activities must consider their own fitness levels and abilities
to be adequate for the challenge. All persons must be properly attired and
equipped for the prevailing weather conditions and terrain and act in a
responsible and considerate safety-conscious manner at all times. Please
declare to the walk leaders any health problems that may be relevant on the
day and ensure you carry on your person your name and contact details.
The safety and welfare of all our walkers is of paramount importance.
Thank you.

LEPIDOPTERA

BIOBLITZ!

THE NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY are
organising a Bioblitz at Grosmont car park, on 17th June. A Bioblitz
is an attempt by an organisation to survey,identify and systematically
record as many living organisms in a given area over a specific 24hr
period. In this instance, the survey is being organised by NYMNPA
staff in support of the ‘Land of Iron’ project.
I was approached a few weeks in advance of the event and
courteously invited to assist by identifying and recording all the
Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) found on the site during the
Bioblitz. I am always keen to help at these public events, hoping I
may be able to enthuse and educate the general public, and anyone
else for that matter, on the wide range of fascinating moths that
can be found locally.
The best way to attract the moths for recording is to run a
bright light over a white groundsheet for a few hours after dark the
night before the Bioblitz, all moth species, and their numbers, can
be carefully recorded and some of the more interesting moths can
be safely and harmlessly retained in plastic pots and displayed the
following day. This is always popular with people attending events,
especially to children who seem to be fascinated by the various
moths. All the retained moths will be returned safely to the
undergrowth under the cover of darkness, where they will be safe
from diurnal (during daytime) predators, mainly birds.
After all interested parties have seen the moths, I shall go for a
wander around the grounds of the car park, which consists of some

lovely unmanaged broadleaf woodland, with a few open grassy areas.
Hopefully, weather permitting, I will be able to record a few
butterflies and some day flying moths which may not have been
recorded the previous evening during the Bioblitz. Other species of
moth may be identifiable by signs of feeding, especially the
Leafminers and possibly discover some caterpillars too. My moth
and butterfly list will be added to all the other organisms that will
have been recorded during the Bioblitz, which should include other
insects, birds, small mammals, trees and shrubs, wild flowers, fungi
etc. Hopefully at the end of the day we should have a comprehensive
list of organisms that inhabit this important nature site.
A couple of weeks before the Bioblitz I spent two hours (10pm
-12) on the site with my moth light, just to ‘test the water’ and was
pleasantly surprised to take 27 species of moth including a Cream
wave (Scopula floslacata) which is scarce in VC62 (our area) and a
macro moth that was totally new to me, also the beautiful little
micro moth Eulia ministrana which again I had not seen before.
This bodes well for recording at the site in the coming months.
In order to get a more comprehensive list of the moths on site I
shall be visiting the car park and doing a survey on a regular basis,
perhaps once a month, so if you live in the area, or happen to visit
the car park at night, don’t be alarmed to see a strange ghostly
figure huddled round an ethereal glow, it will just be me probably!
Hawkmoth

You can keep up to date with Hawkmoth sightings as he is now on Twittter as GPF MOTHMAN1. On a regular basis, he posts photos and information of the
interesting moths that he has observed and caught as well as that of any other particularly interesting flora and fauna he encounters.
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Summer comes to Danby Dale – Looking towards
Camphill Village, Botton, at the head of the Dale.

NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS ASSOCIATION –
SPONSORS OF THE MOORS RAMBLER BUS
Please make use of the Moors Bus whenever possible.
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